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Secondary Analysis of the 2007 Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitudes Survey

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents key findings from an analysis of the drugs, alcohol and smoking
modules in the 2007 Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitudes Survey (YPBAS). The
YPBAS is conducted among 11-16 year old post-primary pupils in Northern Ireland.
The report also examines changes between the current survey and the 2003 survey.

Key Findings (2007)

Drugs and Solvents

Almost one fifth (19%) of pupils in Years 8 to 12 reported taking any drugs or
solvents at some point in their life.

In the last year, 13% of pupils had taken any drugs or solvents, with 7% having
taken any drugs or solvents in the last month.

Among all pupils, cannabis is the most commonly used drug. Lifetime use was
9%, last year use was 7% and last month use was 4%.

After cannabis, the most commonly reported drugs or solvents ever used are:
solvents (8%); poppers (6%); ecstasy (3%); cocaine (3%); speed (2%); LSD
(2%); crack (2%); magic mushrooms (1%); tranquillisers (1%); heroin (1%); and
anabolic steroids (1%).

Lifetime prevalence rates for using any drugs or solvents are consistent across
Education and Library Board areas (BELB, 20%; WELB, 19%; NEELB, 18%;
SEELB, 21%; and SELB, 18%).

There is no significant difference in ever having used any drugs or solvents
between boys and girls, with no difference in lifetime use of specific drugs or
solvents between boys and girls.

Ever having taken any drugs or solvents is correlated with pupils’ age, with 32%
of pupils aged 16 or older having taken any drugs or solvents compared to 12%
of pupils aged 12 or younger.

There was no significant difference in ever having used any drugs or solvents
between pupils entitled to free school meals (21%) and those not entitled (18%).
However, pupils entitled to free school meals were more likely to have ever
used cannabis than pupils not entitled to free school meals (11% compared to
9%).

The average age at which pupils were first offered drugs (not including solvents)
was 12.9 years, with no significant difference between boys (12.7 years) and
girls (13.0 years).
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A group of friends (45%), or a friend (34%), are the most commonly reported
people that pupils were with the last time they took drugs (not including
solvents).

On the last occasion that pupils took drugs (not including solvents), almost half
(45%) took them somewhere outside (e.g. a park, street, in an entry etc).

Almost three quarters (73%) of pupils reported knowing a lot or quite a bit about
the risks / effects of drug use, with 18% saying they know something and 9%
knowing little or nothing.

Alcohol

Over half (55%) of pupils had drunk alcohol in their lifetime, with no significant
difference in lifetime prevalence between boys (55%) and girls (56%).

Lifetime prevalence of alcohol was significantly higher in the SEELB area (59%),
compared with other Education and Library Board areas (BELB, 53%; WELB,
57%; NEELB, 57%; and SELB, 48%).

In the last week, 19% of all pupils had drunk alcohol with no significant
difference between boys (18%) and girls (20%).

Last week prevalence of alcohol was higher in the SEELB area (22%) compared
to the other Education and Library Board areas (BELB, 19%; WELB, 18%;
NEELB, 19%; and SELB, 15%).

Among pupils who have ever drunk alcohol, over half (55%) reported being
drunk on at least one occasion. Girls (58%) were more likely to report ever
being drunk than boys (51%).

The average age at which pupils first drank alcohol was 12.0 years, with boys
(11.7 years) significantly younger when they first drank alcohol compared to
girls (12.3 years).

Over one quarter (27%) of pupils who have ever drunk alcohol, have bought
alcohol themselves, with buying alcohol more likely to be reported by girls (31%)
than boys (24%).

Smoking

Almost one quarter (24%) of all pupils reported ever having smoked, with
smoking prevalence higher among girls (27%) than boys (21%).

The average age of pupils when they smoked a cigarette for the first time is 11.8
years, with no significant difference between boys (11.7 years) and girls (11.9
years).
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Four fifths (80%) of pupils in Years 8 to 12 who currently smoke would like to
give up smoking altogether.

Just over two fifths (43%) of pupils reported living with an adult who smoked,
with over half of these pupils (57%) saying that adults smoke inside their home.

Comparisons between 2003 and 2007
All changes reported are statistically significant at the 5% level.

Among all pupils, lifetime use of any drugs or solvents decreased from 23.0% in
2003 to 18.9% in 2007.

Last year use of any drugs or solvents decreased from 17.9% in 2003 to 13.4%
in 2007, with last month use also decreasing from 11.5% in 2003 to 7.5% in
2007.

For boys, lifetime use of any drugs or solvents decreased from 26.1% in 2003 to
19.3% in 2007, with no significant change in lifetime prevalence for girls (20.0%
in 2003 to 18.8% in 2007).

Lifetime use of cannabis fell from 16.3% in 2003 to 9.1% in 2007. Among boys,
lifetime use of cannabis fell from 18.7% to 9.9%, with lifetime use among girls
falling from 14.0% to 8.5%.

Between 2003 and 2007, pupils in the BELB area reported a decrease in the
lifetime prevalence of any drugs or solvents (from 32.8% to 19.7%), with lifetime
prevalence also decreasing in the SEELB area (from 25.4% in 2003 to 20.8% in
2007).

Lifetime cannabis use decreased in each of the Board areas: BELB (from 25.6%
to 11.7%); WELB (from 13.4% to 9.4%); NEELB (from 15.2% to 7.5%); SEELB
(from 19.2% to 10.9%); and SELB (from 12.9% to 7.8%).

Between 2003 and 2007, the proportion of pupils ever having an alcoholic drink
decreased from 59.9% to 55.1%.

Since 2003, lifetime prevalence of alcohol decreased for both boys (from 60.8%
to 55.3%) and girls (from 59.1% to 55.5%).

Among pupils who have ever drunk alcohol, there was no significant change
between 2003 and 2007 in the proportions who reported ever being drunk
(565.2% in 2003 compared to 54.5% in 2007).

The lifetime prevalence of smoking among all pupils decreased from 32.7% in
2003 to 24.2% in 2007.

Lifetime smoking prevalence decreased between 2003 and 2007 among boys
(from 30.0% to 21.5%) and girls (from 35.5% to 27.3%).
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Among all pupils, there was a decrease between 2003 and 2007 in the
proportion of pupils who reported that adults in their household smoke (from
51.8% to 42.80/0).

Of pupils who reported that adults in their household smoke, there was a
decrease in the proportion reporting that the adults smoke inside their home
between 2003 and 2007 (from 78.6% to 57.3%).
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2.1

2.2

INTRODUCTION

In August 2008 the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety
(DHSSPS) commissioned Social Market Research (SMR) to conduct a secondary
analysis of the drugs, solvents, alcohol and smoking modules on the 2007 Young
Persons’ Behaviour and Attitudes Survey. The Terms of Reference also required a
comparison between the 2007 and the 2003 surveys to identify any significant changes
in the intervening three year period.

Background

In pursuing a commitment to use research outcomes to inform health policy, the
DHSSPS commissioned a secondary analysis of the alcohol, solvents, drugs and
smoking modules of the 2007 Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitudes Survey
(YPBAS). The survey, which was previously conducted in 2000 and 2003, was
commissioned by a consortium of government departments and public bodies,
including DHSSPS. It is anticipated that the survey outcomes will assist DHSSPS in
measuring progress towards achieving a range of targets related to alcohol and drug
misuse, including reducing the proportion of young people who drink and who report
getting drunk and reducing illegal drug use. These targets have been set out under
Public Service Agreement (PSA) 8 ‘Promoting Health and Addressing Health
Inequalities’ within the Northern Ireland Assembly’s Programme for Government 2008-
2011.

Aim and Objectives

The project aim is:
"...to provide DHSSPS with an in-depth understanding of the current behaviour
and attitudes of young people with regard to smoking, drinking, solvents and
drugs and an examination of any significant changes since the previous survey’.

Within this overall aim the following attendant objectives were set:

- provide information regarding the use, knowledge and awareness of tobacco,
alcohol, solvents and drugs among 11-16 year olds from the 2007 YPBAS;

- compare and contrast the findings of the 2003 and 2007 surveys, based on
weighted data using appropriate statistical techniques,; and

- assess the reduction in the proportion of young people who drink and who
report getting drunk (listed in PSA 8 within the Northern Ireland Assembly’s
Programme for Government 2008-2011).
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METHODOLOGY

This report presents the findings from a secondary analysis of the 2007 and 2003
Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitudes Surveys which were conducted by the
Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) on behalf of a range of
Northern Ireland government departments. The primary focus of the study is an
analysis of data from the 2007 survey, with comparisons on key indicators made with
the 2003 survey. The data from both surveys are based on representative samples of
Year 8 to Year 12 pupils in post-primary schools across Northern Ireland. Prior to data
analysis both surveys were weighted by year group and gender.

All data were analysed using the statistical programme SPSS. The analysis is based
on frequency of responses to individual questions and, where appropriate, cross
tabulations (using the Chi-Square statistical test) to identify statistically significant
differences between particular groups. In some cases where difference in numerical
data between groups is reported, the Analysis of Variance statistical test (ANOVA) has
been used.

Please note:

Throughout the report, where the terms ‘significant’ or ‘statistically significant’ are used
to describe differences in responses between different subgroups of the sample, this
should be taken to mean that these differences are statistically significant to the 5%
level.

Due to rounding, row and column totals may not always sum to 100.

Due to filtering and missing data the base numbers within individual tables may
change.

All percentages presented in the tables have been rounded to one decimal place and
are rounded to whole numbers in the text (except for percentages less than 1%).
Changes in percentages between 2003 and 2007 are reported to one decimal place in
the text.

The term prevalence refers to the proportion of a population who have used a
substance (e.g. drugs, solvents, alcohol, tobacco) over a particular time period.
Prevalence is measured by asking respondents in a representative sample drawn from
the population to recall their use of substances. The three most widely recall periods
are: lifetime (ever used a substance), last year (used a substance in the last 12
months), and last month (used a substance in the last 30 days). Provided a sample is
representative of the total population, prevalence information obtained from a sample
can be used to infer prevalence in the population.

Lifetime prevalence refers to the proportion of the sample that reported ever having
used the named substance at the time they were surveyed. A person who records
lifetime prevalence may, or may not, be currently using the substance. Lifetime
prevalence should not be interpreted as meaning that people have necessarily used a
substance over a long period of time or that they will use the substance in the future.
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Last year prevalence refers to the proportion of the sample that reported using a
named substance in the year prior to the survey. For this reason, last year prevalence
is often referred to as recent use.

Last month prevalence refers to the proportion of the sample that reported using a
named substance in the month prior to the survey and is often referred to as current
use. It should be noted that current use is not synonymous with regular use.

The questionnaire is available on the Central Survey Unit website of the Northern
Ireland Statistical and Research Agency, link is provided below:
http://www.csu.nisra.gov.uk/survey.asp98.htm

Abbreviations

BELB Belfast Education and Library Board

WELB Western Education and Library Board
NEELB North Eastern Education and Library Board
SEELB South Eastern Education and Library Board
SELB Southern Education and Library Board
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2007 RESULTS

Northern Ireland - Lifetime Prevalence
(see Table 1.1)

Results from the survey indicated that 19% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 have used any
drugs or solvents in their lifetime.

Drug Type

Cannabis (9%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils in their lifetime.
Lifetime prevalence rates of other drugs and solvents for pupils in Northern Ireland in
descending order were: solvents (8%); poppers (6%); ecstasy (3%); cocaine (3%);
speed (2%); LSD (2%); crack (2%); magic mushrooms (1%); tranquillisers (1%); heroin
(1%); and anabolic steroids (0.8%).

Gender

There was no difference in the lifetime prevalence of any drugs or solvents between
boys (19%) and girls (19%). Furthermore, there were no statistically significant
differences in the lifetime use of specific drugs (i.e. cannabis, speed, ecstasy etc)
between boys and girls.

Age

Lifetime use of any drugs or solvents was highest among older pupils (aged 16 or
older, 32%) and lowest among younger pupils (aged 12 or younger, 12%). Pupils’ age
was associated with the use of specific drugs with older pupils more likely to report a
higher lifetime prevalence rate than younger pupils (e.g. the lifetime prevalence of
cannabis among pupils aged 16 or older was 21% compared to a lifetime prevalence
rate of 1% reported by pupils aged 12 or younger).

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in the lifetime
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (21%)
and those not entitled (18%). However, lifetime prevalence of cannabis was found to
be higher among pupils entitled to free school meals (11%) compared to pupils not
entitled (9%). Lifetime usage of anabolic steroids was found to be lower among pupils
entitled to free school meals (0.2%) compared to those who are not entitled (1%).

Belfast Education and Library Board — Lifetime Prevalence
(see Table 1.2)

Results from the survey indicated that 20% of pupils attending schools in the Belfast
Education and Library Board (BELB) area have used any drugs or solvents in their
lifetime.
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Drug Type

Cannabis (12%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils attending schools
in the BELB area. Lifetime prevalence rates of other drugs and solvents for pupils in
the BELB area in descending order were: poppers (7%); solvents (7%); ecstasy (5%);
cocaine (4%); tranquillisers (3%); LSD (2%); crack (1%); speed (1%); magic
mushrooms (0.8%); and heroin (0.8%).

Gender
Analysis by pupil gender found that boys (27%) recorded a significantly higher lifetime
prevalence rate for use of any drugs or solvents than girls (17%).

In relation to specific drugs, boys were more likely than girls to have ever used
cannabis (18% compared to 9%), ecstasy (10% compared to 4%) and poppers (12%
compared to 5%).

Age

Lifetime use of any drugs or solvents was highest among older pupils (aged 16 or
older, 52%) and lowest among younger pupils (aged 12 or younger, 6%). Pupil age
was associated with use of specific drugs with older pupils (aged 16 or older),
compared to pupils in other age groups, significantly more likely to have ever used
cannabis (38%).

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in the lifetime
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (24%)
and those not entitled (18%).

Western Education and Library Board — Lifetime Prevalence
(see Table 1.3)

Results from the survey indicated that 19% of pupils attending schools in the Western
Education and Library Board (WELB) area have used any drugs or solvents in their
lifetime.

Drug Type

Cannabis (9%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils attending schools
in the WELB area. Lifetime prevalence rates of other drugs and solvents for pupils in
the WELB area in descending order were: solvents (8%); poppers (5%); ecstasy (3%);
cocaine (2%); speed (2%); LSD (2%); magic mushrooms (2%); heroin (1%);
tranquillisers (1%); crack (0.8%); and anabolic steroids (0.5%).

Gender
Analysis by pupil gender found no significant difference in the lifetime prevalence of
any drugs or solvents between boys (19%) and girls (21%).

Age
Lifetime use of any drugs or solvents was highest among older pupils (aged 16 or
older, 25%) and lowest among younger pupils (aged 12 or younger, 11%). Older
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pupils (aged 16 or older, 16%) were significantly more likely to report having ever used
cannabis compared with other age groups.

Free School Meals
Regarding free school meals, there was no significant difference in the lifetime
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (18%)
and those not entitled (20%). Lifetime prevalence of solvents was found to be higher
among pupils not entitled to free school meals (9%) compared to pupils entitled to free
school meals (5%).

North Eastern Education and Library Board — Lifetime Prevalence
(see Table 1.4)

Results from the survey indicated that 18% of pupils attending schools in the North
Eastern Education and Library Board (NEELB) area have used any drugs or solvents
in their lifetime.

Drug Type

Solvents (9%) were the most commonly used substances among all pupils attending
schools in the NEELB area. Lifetime prevalence rates of other drugs for pupils in the
NEELB area in descending order were: cannabis (8%); poppers (5%); cocaine (2%);
crack (2%); ecstasy (2%); speed (1%); magic mushrooms (1%); anabolic steroids
(0.8%); LSD (0.7%); heroin (0.7%); and tranquillisers (0.3%).

Gender

Analysis by pupil gender in the NEELB area found a significant difference in the lifetime
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between boys (20%) and girls (15%). Girls (3%)
recorded a higher lifetime prevalence of cocaine than boys (0.8%), as well as a higher
lifetime prevalence of ecstasy (2% compared to 0.8%).

Age
Lifetime use of any drugs or solvents was highest among older pupils (aged 16 or
older, 22%) in the NEELB, and lowest among 13 year old pupils (8%) in this area.

Pupil age was associated with use of specific drugs with pupils aged 15 recording the
highest lifetime prevalence of cannabis (15%), compared to those aged 12 or younger
who recorded the lowest lifetime prevalence of cannabis (1%). Lifetime use of poppers
(11%) was found to be highest among those aged 16 and older, with no pupils aged 12
or younger having ever used these drugs.

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in the lifetime
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (16%)
and other pupils (18%). There were no statistically significant differences in the lifetime
prevalence of any specific drugs between pupils entitled to free school meals and
those not entitled.
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South Eastern Education and Library Board — Lifetime Prevalence
(see Table 1.5)

Results from the survey indicated that 21% of pupils attending schools in the South
Eastern Education and Library Board (SEELB) area have used any drugs or solvents
in their lifetime.

Drug Type

Cannabis (11%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils attending schools
in the SEELB area. Lifetime prevalence rates of other drugs and solvents for pupils in
the SEELB area in descending order were: solvents (10%); poppers (7%); ecstasy
(4%); cocaine (3%); crack (3%); LSD (2%); magic mushrooms (2%); speed (2%);
heroin (2%); tranquillisers (1%); and anabolic steroids (1%)

Gender
Analysis by pupil gender found no significant difference in the lifetime prevalence of
any drugs or solvents between boys (18%) and girls (23%).

In relation to specific drugs or solvents, 12% of girls recorded a lifetime prevalence of
solvent use compared to 7% of boys.

Age

Lifetime use of any drugs or solvents was highest among older pupils (aged 16 or
older, 42%) and lowest among younger pupils (aged 12 or younger, 8%). Pupil age
was associated with lifetime prevalence of cannabis, with 28% of pupils aged 16 or
older reporting ever using this drug compared to 1% of pupils aged 12 or younger.

Free School Meals

Regarding free school meals, there was no significant difference in the lifetime
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (26%)
and pupils not entitled to free school meals (20%). There were no statistically
significant differences in the lifetime prevalence of any specific drugs between pupils
entitled to free school meals and those not entitled.

Southern Education and Library Board — Lifetime Prevalence
(see Table 1.6)

Results from the survey indicated that 18% of pupils attending schools in the Southern
Education and Library Board (SELB) area have used any drugs or solvents in their
lifetime.

Drug Type

Cannabis (8%) and solvents (8%) were the most commonly used substances among
pupils attending schools in the SELB area. Lifetime prevalence rates of other drugs
and solvents for pupils in the SELB area in descending order were: poppers (6%);
ecstasy (3%); cocaine (2%); speed (2%); LSD (1%); crack (1%); anabolic steroids
(1%); magic mushrooms (0.9%); tranquillisers (0.8%); and heroin (0.7%).
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4.2

Gender
Analysis by pupil gender found no significant difference in the lifetime prevalence of
any drugs or solvents between boys (17%) and (girls (19%).

In relation to specific drugs, 8% of girls reported lifetime use of poppers compared to
5% of boys.

Age

Lifetime use of any drugs or solvents was highest among older pupils (aged 16 or
older, 35%) and lowest among 13 year olds (12%). Pupil age was associated with
lifetime prevalence of cannabis, with 20% of pupils aged 16 or older reporting ever
using this drug compared to 2% of pupils aged 12 or younger. Older pupils (aged 16
or older, 19%) also recorded the highest lifetime prevalence of poppers with pupils
aged 13 and 12 or younger recording the lowest lifetime prevalence rates (each 1%).

Free School Meals

Pupils entitled to free school meals have a higher lifetime prevalence of any drugs or
solvents (25%) compared to pupils not entitled to free school meals (17%). Compared
to other pupils, those entitled to free school meals have a higher lifetime prevalence of
cannabis (14% compared to 7%) and poppers (13% compared to 5%).

Northern Ireland — Last Year Prevalence
(see Table 2.1)

Results from the survey indicated that 13% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 have used any
drugs or solvents in the last year.

Drug Type

Cannabis (7%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils in the last year.
Last year prevalence rates of other drugs and solvents for pupils in Northern Ireland in
descending order were: solvents (4%); poppers (4%); ecstasy (2%); cocaine (2%);
crack (1%); speed (1%); LSD (0.9%); tranquillisers (0.8%); magic mushrooms (0.7%);
heroin (0.6%); and anabolic steroids (0.5%).

Gender

There was no difference in the last year prevalence of any drugs or solvents between
boys (14%) and girls (13%). Furthermore, there were no significant differences in the
use of specific drugs (i.e. cannabis, speed, ecstasy etc) in the last year between boys
and girls.

Age
Last year use of any drugs or solvents was highest among older pupils (aged 16 or
older, 24%) and lowest among younger pupils (aged 12 or younger, 7%).

Pupil age was associated with use of specific drugs with older pupils (aged 16 or older)
more likely to report a higher last year prevalence of cannabis (17%), speed (2%), LSD
(2%), ecstasy (6%), poppers (10%), tranquillisers (2%). Use of cocaine in the last year
was more likely to be reported by pupils aged 15 (83%) and 16 or older (3%), with the
use of anabolic steroids more likely to be reported by 15 year old pupils (1%).

Page 13



Secondary Analysis of the 2007 Young Persons’ Behaviour and Attitudes Survey

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in the last year
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (15%)
and those not entitled (13%). However, last year prevalence of cannabis was found to
be higher among pupils entitled to free school meals (9%) compared to pupils not
entitled to free school meals (6%).

Belfast Education and Library Board — Last Year Prevalence
(see Table 2.2)

Results from the survey indicated that 14% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 attending schools
in the BELB area have used any drugs or solvents in the last year.

Drug Type

In the last year, cannabis (8%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils
attending schools in the BELB area. Last year prevalence rates of other drugs and
solvents for pupils in the BELB area in descending order were: poppers (5%); ecstasy
(4%); cocaine (3%); solvents (3%); tranquillisers (3%); LSD (0.9%); crack (0.9%);
heroin (0.5%); speed (0.3%); and magic mushrooms (0.3%).

Gender

There was no significant difference in the last year prevalence of any drugs or solvents
between boys (18%) and girls (12%), although boys (9%) were more likely to use
poppers compared to girls (3%).

Age
Use of any drugs in the last year was highest among older pupils (aged 16 or older,
41%) and lowest among 13 year old pupils (4%).

Compared to other age groups, older pupils (aged 16 or older) were more likely to have
used cannabis (31%).

Free School Meals
In relation to free school meals, there was a significant difference in the last year
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (21%)
and those not entitled (11%). Last year prevalence of cannabis (14%) was also higher
among pupils entitled to free school meals, compared to pupils not entitled to free
school meals (6%).

Western Education and Library Board — Last Year Prevalence
(see Table 2.3)

Results from the survey indicated that 14% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 attending schools
in the WELB area have used any drugs or solvents in the last year.
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Drug Type

Cannabis (7%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils attending schools
in the WELB area. Last year prevalence rates of other drugs and solvents for pupils in
the WELB area in descending order were: poppers (4%); solvents (4%); ecstasy (2%);
cocaine (2%); LSD (1%); speed (1%); heroin (0.7%); magic mushrooms (0.7%);
tranquillisers (0.4%); crack (0.4%) and anabolic steroids (0.3%).

Gender
Analysis by pupil gender found no significant difference in the last year prevalence of
any drugs or solvents between boys (13%) and girls (15%).

Age

Last year use of any drugs or solvents was highest among pupils aged 15 (20%) and
lowest among younger pupils (aged 12 or younger, 6%). Pupil age was associated
with use of specific drugs with older pupils (aged 16 or older), compared to pupils in
other age groups, significantly more likely to have used cannabis (13%). The use of
poppers was more likely to be recorded by 15 year olds (8%), with 13 year olds more
likely to report having used solvents in the last year (9%).

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in the last year
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (12%)
and those not entitled (15%).

North Eastern Education and Library Board — Last Year Prevalence
(see Table 2.4)

Results from the survey indicated that 13% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 attending schools
in the NEELB area have used any drugs or solvents in the last year.

Drug Type

In the last year, solvents (6%) and cannabis (6%) were the most commonly used
substances among pupils attending schools in the NEELB area. Last year prevalence
rates of other drugs for pupils in the NEELB area in descending order were: poppers
(3%); ecstasy (1%); crack (1%); cocaine (1%); speed (1%); anabolic steroids (0.7%);
magic mushrooms (0.5%); heroin (0.5%); LSD (0.4%); and tranquillisers (0.1%).

Gender

Analysis by pupil gender found no significant difference in the last year prevalence of
any drugs or solvents between boys (14%) and girls (11%). Girls reported higher last
year prevalence rates than boys for ecstasy (2% compared to 0.6%) and cocaine (2%
compared to 0.4%).

Age

There was a significant difference in the use of any drugs or solvents in the last year
between pupils in different age groups, with pupils aged 15, (19%) more likely to have
used any drugs or solvents compared to pupils aged 13 (6%). Pupils aged 15 were
more likely to report using cannabis (13%) and those aged 16 or older were more likely
to use poppers (8%) in the last year.
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Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no difference in the last year prevalence of
any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (10%) and those not
entitled (13%). Similarly, there were no significant differences in the last year
prevalence of specific substances between pupils entitled to free school meals and
those not entitled.

South Eastern Education and Library Board — Last Year Prevalence
(see Table 2.5)

Results from the survey indicated that 15% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 attending schools
in the SEELB area have used any drugs or solvents in the last year.

Drug Type

In the last year, cannabis (8%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils
attending schools in the SEELB area. Last year prevalence rates of other drugs and
solvents for pupils in the SEELB area in descending order were: poppers (5%);
solvents (4%); ecstasy (3%); cocaine (2%); crack (2%); LSD (1%); magic mushrooms
(1%); tranquillisers (1%); speed (0.8%); heroin (0.8%); and anabolic steroids (0.5%).

Gender
Analysis by pupil gender found no significant difference in the last year prevalence of
any drugs or solvents between boys (13%) and girls (17%).

In relation to specific substances, 6% of girls reported last year use of solvents
compared to 3% of boys.

Age

Use of any drugs or solvents in the last year was highest among older pupils (aged 16
or older, 34%) and lowest among younger pupils (aged 12 or younger, 5%). In the last
year, older pupils (aged 16 or older) were more likely to report using cannabis (23%)
and LSD (15%), while pupils aged 15 were more likely to report use of solvents (10%).

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in the last year
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (21%)
and those not entitled (14%). There were no statistically significant differences in the
last year prevalence of any specific drugs between pupils entitled to free school meals
and pupils not entitled.

Southern Education and Library Board — Last Year Prevalence
(see Table 2.6)

Results from the survey indicated that 13% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 attending schools
in the SELB area have used any drugs or solvents in the last year.
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4.3

Drug Type

In the last year, cannabis (6%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils
attending schools in the SELB area. Last year prevalence rates of other drugs and
solvents for pupils in the SELB area in descending order were: solvents (4%); poppers
(4%); ecstasy (2%); cocaine (2%); speed (0.8%); magic mushrooms (0.7%); crack
(0.7%); anabolic steroids (0.7%); LSD (0.6%); tranquillisers (0.6%); and heroin (0.6%).

Gender

Analysis by pupil gender found no difference between the proportions of boys (13%)
and girls (12%) using any drugs or solvents in the last year, with no significant
differences in the use of specific drugs.

Age
Use of any drugs or solvents in the last year was higher among older pupils (aged 16
or older, 25%) compared to pupils in other age groups.

Pupil age was associated with last year prevalence of cannabis, with 16% of pupils
aged 16 or older reporting using this drug compared to lower levels of use among other
age groups.

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in last year
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (17%)
and those not entitled (12%). However, compared to other pupils, those entitled to free
school meals recorded a higher last year prevalence of cannabis (12% compared to
5%).

Northern Ireland — Last Month Prevalence
(see Table 3.1)

Results from the survey indicated that 7% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 have used any
drugs or solvents in the last month.

Drug Type

Cannabis (4%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils in the last month.
Last month prevalence rates of other drugs and solvents for pupils in Northern Ireland
in descending order were: solvents (2%); poppers (2%); ecstasy (1%); cocaine (0.9%);
crack (0.6%); speed (0.4%); LSD (0.4%); tranquillisers (0.4%); magic mushrooms
(0.3%); heroin (0.3%); and anabolic steroids (0.3%).

Gender

There was no difference in the last month prevalence of any drugs or solvents between
boys (8%) and gqirls (7%). Furthermore, there were no statistically significant
differences in the use of specific drugs (i.e. cannabis, speed, ecstasy etc) in the last
month between boys and girls.

Age
Use of any drugs or solvents in the last month was highest among older pupils (aged
16 or older, 14%) and lowest among younger pupils (aged 12 or younger, 4%). Pupil
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age was associated with the use of specific drugs in the last month with older pupils
(aged 16 or older) more likely to report using cannabis (9%), and poppers (5%) than
other age groups.

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in the last month
prevalence of any drugs or solvents between pupils entitled to free school meals (8%)
and other pupils (7%). However, there was a significant difference in last month
prevalence of cannabis between pupils entitled to free school meals (5%) and those
not entitled (3%).

Belfast Education and Library Board — Last Month Prevalence
(see Table 3.2)

Results from the survey indicated that 6% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 attending schools
in the BELB area have used any drugs or solvents in the last month.

Drug Type

In the last month, cannabis (4%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils
attending schools in the BELB area. Last month prevalence rates of other drugs and
solvents for pupils in the BELB area were: ecstasy (2%); poppers (1%); solvents (1%);
cocaine (1%); LSD (0.9%); and crack (0.9%).

Gender

There was no difference in the last month prevalence of any drugs or solvents between
boys (9%) and girls (5%). Furthermore, there were no statistically significant
differences in the use of specific drugs (i.e. cannabis, speed, ecstasy etc) in the last
month between boys and girls.

Age
Use of any drugs or solvents in the last month was highest among older pupils (aged
16 or older, 24%) compared to other age groups.

Free School Meals
Last month use of any drugs or solvents was more likely to be reported by pupils
entitled to free school meals (11%) than pupils not entitled to free school meals (5%).

Western Education and Library Board — Last Month Prevalence
(see Table 3.3)

Results from the survey indicated that 8% of pupils in Years 8 to 12 attending schools
in the WELB area have used any drugs or solvents in the last month.

Drug Type

In the last month, cannabis (4%) was the most commonly used drug among all pupils
attending schools in the WELB area. Last month prevalence rates of other drugs and
solvents for pupils in the WELB area in descending order were: solvents (2%); poppers
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(1%); ecstasy (1%); cocaine (0.7%); heroin (0.6%); magic mushrooms (0.6%); LSD
(0.4%); speed (0.4%); tranquillisers (0.4%); crack (0.3%); and anabolic steroids (0.3%).

Gender

Analysis by pupil gender found no significant difference in the last month prevalence of
any drugs or solvents between boys (7%) and girls (8%). There were no significant
differences in the use of specific drugs in the last month between boys and girls.

Age
There was no significant difference in last month use of any drugs or solvents between
pupils in different age groups.

Free School Meals

In relation to free school meals, there was no significant difference in the